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MISSOULA—
The University of Montana varsity football team handed the alumni a 20-7 defeat this
past Saturday in the annual alumni game.

The game marked the end of spring football at

Montana.
"I thought our first two teams played very well," UM Head Football Coach Gene
Carlson said.

"We did a good job both offensively and defensively in the first half,

but got bogged down in the second half with all

the substitutions."

The Grizzlies held the alumni to just 30 yards rushing and 22 yards passing in the
first half, while racking up 204 total yards on offense.

Sophomorequarterback Bob

Boyes completed 9 of 13 passes for 116 yards in the half.
The Griz scored once in the first frame, on a four-yard scamper by tailback Monty
Bullerdick.

Boyes took in a one-yarder in the second quarter to give the varsity a

14-0 halftime lead.
But Carlson went to the bench numerous times in the second half, giving third and
fourth string quarterbacks Dennis Fechter and Cary Schmeckpeper plenty of playing time.
UM's top two quarterbacks, Tim Kerr and Rocky Klever sat out the game with injuries.
The Grizzlies scored one more time on a two-yard run by fullback Wayne Harper in
the fourth quarter.

A two-point conversion attempt failed.

The alumni got on the scoreboard in the fourth quarter when quarterback Greg Stern
hit halfback Steve Caputo with a 39-yard pass.

Bruce Carlson's point after made it a

20-7 game.
"I think we could have scored more if we hadn't substituted so liberally," Carlson
said.

"With all the changes, things didn't go as smoothly as they could have,

particularly in the second half."
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But one of the goals of spring practice is to get a good look at everybody, and that
goal was met in Saturday's game.
The Griz had 369 yards in total offense in the game, while the alumni had 226 yards.
Regarding the past five weeks, Carlson said, "I think we had a quality spring practice.
We made as much progress as we could in 20 days and I think we came a long ways.

With

all the new looks we introduced on offense and defense, I'm very pleased with our spring
progress," Carlson said.
The Grizzlies open the 1978 season at home on Sept. 9 with Puget Sound.

UM will

be home for 5 of 11 games in 1978.
A scrimmage is planned for Sept. 1 in Anaconda, one week before the start of
the season.
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